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ISN forefronts in nephrology 
symposia: at the cutting edge of 
basic research
Education and international exchange have long been high on 
the ISN’s agenda, as mirrored by its highly established range of 
leading international meetings and symposia. Th e annual ISN 
Forefronts Symposia are craft ed to focus on contemporary topics 
in the basic sciences of — or related to — nephrology.
With the constant and exciting explosion of novel and exciting 
data, science has naturally become increasingly more interdis-
ciplinary, heightening the need to bring basic research to the 
forefront of the entire scientifi c community. Th e ISN’s Forefronts 
Symposia provide the forum for such exchange, making neph-
rologists aware of the latest basic fi ndings both inside and outside 
of nephrology.
Th ese symposia bring together a selected group of around 
150 participants from nephrology and interrelated specialities. 
Approximately half of the invited speakers are non-nephrolo-
gists who are expected to share and present their very latest fi nd-
ings, with emphasis on a retreat-style environment to encourage 
vibrant interaction and foster new collaborations with leading 
researchers from other disciplines. In order to ensure the pub-
lication of more junior scientists — the future of cutting-edge 
nephrology — the ISN off ers signifi cant support through travel 
grants and scholarships.
Th e publication of meeting reports and proceedings in Kid-
ney International is also an important objective of this program 
— not only to benefi t the ISN membership by facilitating further 
knowledge and insight, but also to adhere to the essence of sci-
entifi c publishing: timely dissemination.
forthcoming forefronts
ENDOTHELIAL BIOLOGY AND RENAL DISEASE: FROM THE 
BENCH TO PREVENTION
March 16–19, 2006 
Palisades, New York, USA
Symposium synopsis. Th e central role of vasculopathy, endothelial 
dysfunction, and perturbed angiogenesis in the pathophysiology 
of acute and chronic renal disease, acting frequently as initiators of 
pathological processes, has triggered novel therapeutic approaches. 
Th is ISN Forefronts Symposium will provide a timely platform for 
the exchange and debate of the very latest advancements within the 
fi eld of cardiovascular biology and pathobiology. 
Th e control and ultimate prevention of cardiovascular disease 
in chronic renal disease calls for immediate action to improve the 
available modalities for dealing with diagnostic and therapeutic 
problems of prevention and treatment of cardiovascular diseases 
in the cohort of end-stage renal disease patients. Th e solution 
will require a multidisciplinary approach and a long-term com-
mitment from cell biologists, physiologists, and nephrologists 
specifi cally trained in diff erent aspects of vascular biology. Th is 
ISN Forefronts in Nephrology Symposium represents a vital step 
in this direction. 
Symposium specifi cs. To conjure up the perfect retreat-style 
ambience associated with the ISN Forefronts Symposia, this 
three-day meeting will take place at the IBM Palisades Confer-
ence Center, situated in a most picturesque and peaceful location 
on the banks of the Hudson River, away from the hustle and bustle 
of Manhattan island. Th e balanced blend of topics and specially 
selected speakers will promote the acquisition of technical skills 
and an in-depth appreciation of current concepts related to vari-
ous aspects of vascular biology and pathobiology to be applied to 
patients with renal disease — from the bench to prevention.
Co-Chairs
Michael S. Goligorsky, New York Medical College, USA.
Ton Rabelink,  Leiden University Medical  Center, 
Th e Netherlands
Sessions and Corresponding Chairs
Endothelial cell cycle, William Sessa, Yale University, USA
Signaling in endothelial cells, Vikas Sukhatme, Beth Israel Dea-
coness Medical Center, USA
General mechanisms of endothelial dysfunction in renal dis-
ease, Bradford Berk, University of Rochester, USA
Clinical markers of endothelial dysfunction, Christopher 
Wilcox, Georgetown University Medical Center, USA
Endothelial organelles, Alberto Nasjletti, New York Medical 
College, USA
Arachidonic acid metabolites and their actions on endothe-
lium, Patrick Vallance, University College London, UK
Endothelial cross-talk with other cells, Rudi Busse, University 
of Frankfurt, Germany
Prevention of endothelial dysfunctions in renal diseases, 
Eberhard Ritz, Heidelberg University, Germany
To consult the full program and register now to benefi t from 
Early-Bird registration rates (deadline February 10, 2006), please 
visit http://www.associationhq.com/isn/forefronts, or contact us 
directly: E-mail: info@isn-online.org; Telephone: +32 2743 1546.
